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and the exercise of devotion. Her example in this respect made such an
impression on our saint's master, a celebrated pagan sophist, that he could
not forbear crying out, " What wonderful women have the Christians! " 1
She managed the estate of her children with great prudence and frugality,
knowing this to be part of her duty to God, but she was sensible that their
,spiritual instruction in virtue was of infinitely greater importance. From
their cradle she instilled into them the most perfect maxims of piety, and
contempt of the world. The ancient Romans dreaded nothing more in
*he education of youth than their being ill-taught the first principles of
the sciences; it being more difficult to unlearn the errors then imbibed
then to begin on a mere tabula rasa, or black paper. Wherefore Anthusa
provided her son the ablest masters in every branch of literature which
the empire at that time afforded. Eloquence was esteemed the highest
accomplishment, especially among the nobility, and was the surest means
of raising men to the first dignities in the state. John studied that art
under Libanius, the most famous orator of that age; and such was his
proficiency that even in his youth he excelled his masters. Libanius
being asked by his pagan friends on his death-bed, about the year 390,
who should succeed him in his school: " John," said he, " had not the
Christians stolen him from us." 2 Our saint was then priest. The progress
of the young scholar in philosophy, under Andragatius, was no less rapid
and surprising; his genius shone in every disputation. All this time his
principal care was to study Christ, and to learn his spirit,

The first dignities of the empire were open to John; but his principal
desire was to dedicate himself to God, without reserve, in holy solitude.
However, not being yet twenty years of age, he for some time pleaded
at the bar. In that employment he was drawn by company into the
diversions of the world, and sometimes assisted at the entertainments of
the stage. His virtue was in imminent danger of splitting against that
fatal rock when God opened his eyes. He was struck with horror at the
sight of the precipice upon the brink of which he stood ; and, not content
tD flee from it himself, he never ceased to bewail his blindness, and took
every occasion to caution the faithful against that lurking place of hellish
syrens, but more particularly in his vehement sermons against the stage.
Alarmed at the danger he had narrowly escaped, full of gratitude to God
his deliverer, and to prevent the like danger for the time to come, he
was determined to carry his resolution of renouncing the world into im-
mediate execution. He began, by the change of his garb, to rid himself
the more easily of the importunities of friends: for a penitential habit is
aot only a means for preserving a spirit of mortification and humility,
but is also a public sign and declaration to the world that a person has
turned his back on its vanities, and is engaged in an irreconcilable war
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